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the Santa Barbara Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 3907,
The contents do not necessarily reflect the policies or

views of SBARC, its Board, or its members. Material contained in Key-Klix may be reprinted
provided credit |slg|ven to Key-Klix and the author, except material published by permission

of a copyright ho

er. This publication may not be reproduced in its entirety in"any manner
without the written permission of the SBARC Board of Directors.

Notes

¥ SBARC Club Station, located behind the Red Cross, 2707 State Street © open Saurdays, 0900
to noon, and other times by appointment D contact the Station Committee Chair. The station
number is 569-5700, or call the Red Cross at 687-1331, Ext 170

¥ Club meetings the 3rd Friday of the month, September through November and January through
May at 1930. Location and topic are announced in Key-Klix, on the Club phone, and net

¥ For Club news or to leave a message, call 569-5700

¥ Nets on K6TZ 146.19/.79: ARES Net Monday 1930; ATV Net Tuesdays 1930; Newsline
Wednesday, 1900, Club Net Wednesday, 1930; Swap Net Wednesday, 2000; QRP Net
Wednesday, 2030; Coo-Coo Net every morning, 0800

¥ Talk-in to Santa Barbara events usually available on 146.19/79
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Field Day

SBARC Repeaters

Call Location Frequencies/PL 131.8 Manager Phone

K6TZ LaVigia Hill 146.19/146.79 Pat Lennon, WA6QBT 687-5575
W6YJO Santa Ynez Peak 144.58/145.18 Bill Talanian, W1UUQ 964-7432
K6TZ Goleta (Portable) 144.64/145.24 Bruce Gordon, N6OLT 967-3174
K6TZ SantaCruzlsland  222.32/223.92 0JugO Jogoleff, WABMBZ  560-0605
K6TZ LaCumbre Peak  222.48/224.08 0JugO Jogoleff, WABMBZ  560-0605
K6TZ SantaYnez Peak  222.52/224.12 0JugO Jogoleff, WABMBZ  560-0605
K6TZ UCSB 222.56/224.16 0JugO Jogoleff, WABMBZ  560-0605
K6TZ LaVigia Hill 441.40/446.40 Bill Talanian, W1UUQ 964-7432

All KETZ Packet Systems have been taken off the air and are in the process of realignment
and upgrade to meet standards set forth under Winlink. Future system upgrade will
provide multiple access to ARES Intranet via Ham packet, Internet, Wifi, SMS and D-Star.
Announcements will be periodically aired on the Monday night ARES Net. Frequencies
and access mode will be posted in Key-Klix and www.sbarc.org as soon as available.
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PREZ SEZ

By Michael Ditmore,

et £ Mo~
Saturday, April 26 was a very, very busy morning
for SBARC. The Montecito Evacuation Drill had
been in the planning for at least a year and among
the many agencies supporting the drill was ARES.
On page 6 you will find a complete story of just
how Will’s team of 12 highly skilled operators were
a key link in this important disaster exercise.

At the same time as ARES was manning the center
at Mt. Carmel School, SBARC Operations was up
to its sneakers in the 2008 Barbara Ireland Walk for
the Cure of Breast Cancer. 10 Operators including:
Harry, K6PDQ; Mike, WA6RQV; Sig, WOLGK;
Mike, K6QD; Dick; KFOWIR;
Jim, KF6HHX; Dennis, WB6TNB;
Bill, K6TZP; Kevin, KD6NCA;
and Michael, W7HUT made up the
communications team.

As you can see from the pictures, it was a
typically glorious Santa Barbara day, even
though Kevin thought it cool enough to
operate from inside his car, ignoring the
priceless view to his back! The sacrifices
we make to live in paradise AND belong
to the finest amateur radio Club in the country. When the last walker/runner had
crossed the finish line, Harry assembled his crew for a traditional round of pizza
and ale at Giovanni’s.

Our hats off to ARES
and the fine Operations
crew for making it one
more extraordinary
Saturday.
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Club Station News

By Dave Milton, KGBHWN — Shack Master

I recently started playing a “game” here with our
eight VHF/UHF radios, and it goes something like
this: “let no call go unanswered, and no channel go un-greeted”. Game aside, it’s
a great way to get the Club station known to all by being present on all channels,
offering QSOs, information about the Club, responses to signal report requests
and anything else we can offer.

For listening we run four scanners, one each on 6 meters, 144, 220, and 440
to cover all channels that could possibly be used around here, either simplex or
any unusual repeater, plus dedicated radios on the commonly used repeaters. We
even do the input frequency of the temporarily down WB60OBB 147.00 machine!
For announcing our presence we just say “K6TZ (the Club station call letters)
monitoring”.

The goal is to make the Club station an on-air VHF/UHF presence every Saturday
morning that it’s not being a net control site for an event, and to make a contact
with us as sought after as WIAW (the ARRL station) is!

It’s hard to do this job well (“what radio did THAT call come from?”) for three
hours, so I use it as practice for our new net control trainees. But when that’s been
completed, or on other Saturdays

I would like to have others take a “trick at the helm”. It’s a great way to learn all
about VHF/UHF in our area, and sharpen your operating skills as well as helping
the Club station out, and freeing me for other stuff here. Call me on 146.79 anytime
or phone me at 569-5700, Sat 9 to 12. Please lets have some other operators
volunteer for this useful outreach for the Club!

The station is in the Santa Barbara Red Cross Chapter Headquarters at State &
Alamar. Go down Alamar to the parking lot, and we are the door to the left before
the stairs. Open every Saturday morning 9-12, and some other times too. Listen
for us or call us on our monitoring frequencies 146.79, 224.08, and 446.4, or call
us at the Club station phone 569-5700.

73’s and come visit !!

Dave
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Montecito Evacuation
Drill - April 26, 2008

By Will Tefft, KG6DHK — EC

This evacuation exercise was in the planning stages for over a year. There were
approximately 1000 homes involved and residents were asked to take more than
one vehicle. A “Reverse 9117 call was sent to all residents in the evacuation area
at 0900 hours. Residents were on the road soon thereafter, with most within 15 to
20 minutes. At some locations traffic was heavy.

We held a briefing at 0800 hours at the ARES van at Mt. Carmel Church parking
lot (staging area). After the briefing ARES team members left for their assigned
positions as soon as possible. Once they found their assigned position, they began
to send back some test SSTV images.

Montecito Fire District asked for SSTV capabilities from
the start of the planning stages for this event. The pictures
were the only real-time pictures available to the incident
managers. We were also available as communicators to
report any incidents to the ICP, as well as receive requests
from them for specific actions, pictures, etc.

Preliminary plans were to have the SSTV pictures requested by net control in
order (Teams one through five). ARES team members listened for each tactical
call and as the team before in rotation sent their picture, they were ready to send
theirs. Operations let each station know if the photo was OK.

The evacuation area covered the western portion of Montecito between Westmont
College and Mt. Carmel Church, mostly north of Hot Springs Rd and East Valley
Rd. Locations were designated to watch outgoing traffic and to stay safe.

Lessons Learned

The 220 MHz repeater coverage in the exercise area was extremely difficult. The
best repeater for this area: 223.920, was out of service, and is scheduled for repair
in the next few weeks. During the exercise, the repeater used on 224.860 had

a large amount of unknown interference that restricted the effective use of SSTV.

Only a few images were successfully transmitted.
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In preparation for other events needing SSTV we will be adding a tri-band antenna
to the van mast, and configuring radios for more simplex operation on the 220
MHz band.

Thank you to all the ARES team members who turned out for this event:

Lou Dartanner, N6ZKJ Bruce Gordon, N6OLT
David Hackleman, K6VML Bob Levinson, K6CZD
Barbara Mickelson, KD6HKR Steve Morse, KIGHGH
Norm Salzman, KA6GUHP Mack Stanton, KD6NBZ
Will Tefft, KG6DHK David Turner, ADONV
Bob Ward, KB6CEY Ed Weston, KI6GPK

The ARES Van was in place in parking lot of Mt. Carmel Church, next to the
MERRAG communications vehicle by 0700.

Frequencies Used
146.700 MHz Repeater — primary voice frequency
146.580 MHz Simplex — secondary voice frequency
224.860 MHz Repeater — SSTV frequency
223.800 MHz Repeater — SSTV backup frequency (tentative)

We established an open ARES net on the 146.700 repeater.

his repeater during this event
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Montecito Remote-Base Project

By Ken Owen, K6KTH

Most of the site construction has been completed, thanks mostly to Dave,
K9KBX.

Check out the updated photos of our work on our web site:
http://www.n6kth.com/montecito/photos.htm

Dave completed work on the platform and the equipment enclosure, which will
contain the cabinet. This was a remarkable job, and many thanks go to Dave!!

Bill, K6TZP and Ken, N6KTH dug
a trench (in very hard ground) where

Ken and Dave later laid the conduit
for the feed lines and AC.

Dave did the electrical connections.

Controller Donated

Calli, KD60OVS has donated an Arcom RC-210
controller to the project! This is a major boost to
the project, and many, many thanks go to Calli!!
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Future Plans

We will now deliver the
equipment cabinet to Matt,
W6KGB, and he will integrate
the equipment, test it and send it
back to us.

Once the equipment is at the site,
we will test the system and its
coverage with a temporary 440
pair. We will probably begin
programming the controller, and
maybe testing the remote radio.

Once the testing of the coverage is complete, we
plan to ask for a coordinated frequency.

We will look at various options for the remote,
which has HF, 6 meter, 2 meter and 440 all mode
capabilities. We may start by setting up the two
meter remote, including SSB and then look at other
bands, including HF.

Shall We Have A Party?

Once the equipment is up and operating, we would
like to sponsor a picnic for the fun of it and to
introduce people to the system. If someone would fo"
like to help organize this and/or supply food etc., please contact me.

Keep an eye on our web page for
ongoing updates!

http://www.n6kth.com/montecito
73

Ken
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START PLANNING FOR THE GREAT
SANTA BARBARA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB HAMFEST

Sunday, August 10, 2008
AVAY ’;YH‘ . 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM
(BKB;I\} \, /(E) Santa Barbara Elks Lodge #613

150 North Kellogg Avenue
Goleta, California

Talk in on K6TZ Repeater 146.79 MHz, PL 131.8

PROGRAM INCLUDES

Santa Barbara Style BBQ!!!

Tri-Tip or Chicken, Chili Beans, Corn on the Cob
Salads, Garlic Bread, Dessert

Coffee/Soda/Beer/Wine Available
Adults - $9.50 Kids under 10 - $5.50
CHECK OUT THE SWAP TABLES, STROLL BY THE EXHIBITS, SIT IN
THE SHADE OF THE GROVE, AND HAVE SOME EYEBALL QS0O0S
BRING YOUR OWN GEAR TO SELL IN THE SWAP AREA!
WEOLL HAVE A FANTASTIC GRAND PRIZE AND PLENTY OF GREAT

SECONDARY PRIZES. QUALITY AMATEUR RADIO GEAR FRGK,
WIRED COMMUNICATIONS, AVANTI ACTIVEWEARD MANY MORE!

MORE SELLERS ARE WELCOME! E-MAIL k6vml@sbarc.org
SAVE THE DATE! SEE YOU THERE!!

For more information and ticket order forms go to www.sbarc.org
Or call Dave Hackleman, K6VML, Hamfest Chair, at (805) 967-9313
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Earl Remal, AAGEB SK

By Bill Talanian, W1UUQ

Earl Remal, 84, of Clearwater, FL, passed away April
18, 2008.

Born in Fitchburg, MA, he was attending High School
when he enlisted in the US Army. He served with the
famous Merrill’s Marauders in Burma, India as a radio |
operator.

The Marauders, named after their commander Brigadier
General Frank D. Merrill, officially the 5307th Composite
Unit (Provisional) and code named GALAHAD, were
3,000 volunteer soldiers who marched and fought through
jungles and over mountains from the Hukawng Valley in
northwestern Burma to Myitkyina on the Irrawaddy River.
In 5 major and 30 minor engagements they met and defeated
the veteran soldiers of the Japanese 18th Division.

Operating in the rear of the main forces of the Japanese, they prepared the way
for the southward advance of the Chinese by disorganizing supply lines and
communications. The climax of the Marauders’ operations was the capture of the
Myitkyina airfield, the only all-weather strip in northern Burma. The Marauders,
who battled jungle diseases as well as the Japanese, and seldom had sufficient
food and water, suffered an 80% casualty rate. For their gallantry, they received
the Distinguished Unit Citation.

After the war, Earl returned and graduated from his high
school. He married Louise Rawson in the Christ Episcopal
Church of Fitchburg and lived in Waltham until 1977 when
he moved to Milan, Italy for two years. He retired as a field
engineer from Raytheon after 36 years in 1989. i

Earl was a former member of SBARC, and moved from Santa ‘
Barbara to Florida after retirement. N

73 and RIP Earl, AAGEB
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The Fantastic May VE Session

By Darryl Widman, KF6DI, VE Contact Person

Yes, indeed it was fantastic. It was one of our largest in
quite a while, thanks to SBARC’s most recent Technician
class, ably taught by our club’s VP of Education, Bob
Pizzi, KI6GKXU. Eight of Bob’s students took and passed
their Technician Class exams and two went on and passed
the General Class exam. Wow! It seems that the typical
May gloom had absolutely no effect on these folks.

Who were these folks? They were all from the Santa
The SBARC 223.920 MHz Repeater on Diablo Peak,

Santa Cruz Island, has been in operation more than 20
years. As most of you know this entire system operates
on photovoltaic panels with an 1100 amp hour capacity absolyte battery. In a
20 year history the conservative estimate is that our solar system was capable
of generating about 12,000 kWhs of power. Generation and electrical storage is
one part of the equation while consumption is on the other side of the scale. In
laymen’s terms, we simply did not consume all the energy that was available from
our solar system.

Some 20 years later, at least on the mainland, we now have reverse flowing meters
called “net metering” that allow one to off-set the cost of energy during hours of
peak sun and using this capacity in kWh to off-set system usage. The rules say you
can only off-set your consumption in kWh per month. So if your system produces
more than it uses then it all goes into the grid. Not a bad idea.

In a separate article this month I point out the positive steps SBARC is taking
to secure a new Telecommunications Equipment Shelter at our La Vigia site.
Looking to the future we will ensure the architectural design includes a load
bearing roof capable of stacking every square foot of space with solar cells. A
quick engineering estimate is that it may be possible to mount up to 20 - 100 watt
photovoltaic (solar) panels.

Conservatively we receive about 4 hour’s peak sun per day. On a good day the
20 panels would develop 8 kWh’s per day. Unlike Diablo Peak Santa Barbara
does have its share of cloudy days so all this must be a factor when consideration
is given to the long term rationale of installing solar panels. Will this be a cost
effective trade off? Depends on how you look at it. At today’s prices a panel costs
about of $5-6.00 per watt of solar energy. Unless the dollar per watt of solar power
drastically drops then a payback period of less than 5-15 years is unlikely. So long
as high production cost with worldwide demand exceeding supply we are not
likely to see a big price drop. If a realistic payback period of 2-3 years could be



April 2008 SBARC KEY-KLIX 13

went and passed that as well. How about that. After going through what they did
to pass the General exam, they declined the offer to take the Amateur Extra Class
exam. They knew they weren’t quite ready for that one. Nicely done, Evan and
Norm. We plan on seeing you again in the future.

Meanwhile, Bob Pizzi was sitting at
the test table and felt just like a mother
cat watching the kittens take their
first steps. He was so proud. And we
certainly don’t blame him. You did a
very good job, Bob. Your first time
teaching an SBARC Amateur Radio
class was, we know, a great experience
for you and, from the reports I have
heard, was very well executed. Your
students are singing your praises.

This VE Testing Session was again led
by our illustrious leader Tom Saunders,
N6YX. Tom’s team of Graders was
made up of Mike Wapner, K6QD;
Phil Brittain, W60QX, and Michael
Ziebell, AEOMZ. Yours truly was the
Team Contact Person.

The next VE Testing Session which will be put on by the Santa Barbara Amateur
Radio Club is Saturday, July 12 at 1:00 P.M. in the afternoon at our regular place,
the Santa Barbara County Health Care Services building at 300 San Antonio Road
in Santa Barbara.

The reason it will be held at 1:00 P.M. in the afternoon instead of at 8:30 A.M. in
the morning is that SBARC will be holding its annual Bazaar at the Elk’s Lodge
that morning beginning at 8:30 A.M. and ending at 11:00 A.M. So that gives those
putting on the Bazaar and those attending a chance to go home and get cleaned up
before the VE Session begins.

As always, please pre-register for the testing session beforehand by giving me a
phone call at 805-969-2326 during that last week which ends on Friday, the day

before the exams.

Darryl
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Reversing the Electron Flow Qf‘r-_. i
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By Bill Talanian, W1UUQ — Director, Repeater Services™

The SBARC 223.920 MHz Repeater on Diablo Peak, Santa Cruz Island, has been
in operation more than 20 years. As most of you know this entire system operates
on photovoltaic panels with an 1100 amp hour capacity absolyte battery. In a
20 year history the conservative estimate is that our solar system was capable
of generating about 12,000 kWhs of power. Generation and electrical storage is
one part of the equation while consumption is on the other side of the scale. In
laymen’s terms, we simply did not consume all the energy that was available from
our solar system.

Some 20 years later, at least on the mainland, we now have reverse flowing meters
called “net metering” that allow one to off-set the cost of energy during hours of
peak sun and using this capacity in kWh to off-set system usage. The rules say you
can only off-set your consumption in kWh per month. So if your system produces
more than it uses then it all goes into the grid. Not a bad idea.

In a separate article this month I point out the positive steps SBARC is taking
to secure a new Telecommunications Equipment Shelter at our La Vigia site.
Looking to the future we will ensure the architectural design includes a load
bearing roof capable of stacking every square foot of space with solar cells. A
quick engineering estimate is that it may be possible to mount up to 20 - 100 watt
photovoltaic (solar) panels.

Conservatively we receive about 4 hour’s peak sun per day. On a good day the
20 panels would develop 8 kWh’s per day. Unlike Diablo Peak Santa Barbara
does have its share of cloudy days so all this must be a factor when consideration
is given to the long term rationale of installing solar panels. Will this be a cost
effective trade off? Depends on how you look at it. At today’s prices a panel costs
about of $5-6.00 per watt of solar energy. Unless the dollar per watt of solar power
drastically drops then a payback period of less than 5-15 years is unlikely. So long
as high production cost with worldwide demand exceeding supply we are not
likely to see a big price drop. If a realistic payback period of 2-3 years could be
achieved then I believe you would see a big change in the public’s interest.

Our experience with Diablo Peak was a good learning curve, but on an isolated
Island there was no other choice. I think SBARC is willing to make the pragmatic
decision when the time comes but unfortunately it is not the time. Nevertheless
the plan will be to build in the mechanical infrastructure to make a roof-top
installation easier when it does happen.
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Calendar of Events

15

May
10 VE Session, 8:30 AM, County Healthcare Services
12 ARES Meeting, 7 PM, County Healthcare Services
14 SBARC Board Meeting, 7 PM, Red Cross
16 SBARC 0Id TimersO Night!
30 Key-Klix Deadline for June Issue

June

9 ARES Meeting, 7 PM, County Healthcare Services
11 SBARC Board Meeting, 7 PM, Red Cross

28/29 Field Day
27 Key-Klix Deadline for July Issue
July

7 ARES Meeting, 7 PM, County Healthcare Services
9 SBARC Board Meeting, 7 PM, Red Cross
12 VE Session, 1 PM, County Healthcare Services
31 Key-Klix Deadline for July Issue

EditorOs Notes
E-mail inquiries and articles should be sent to Michael, W7HUT at michael@rangefire.com.
Inserts in the Swap Net are free, or try Key-Klix. Business card ads are $25 per year.

SBARC Listserver
Subscribe to the listserver at: http://lists.netlojix.com/mailman/listinfo/sbarc-list, and follow the
instructions under the section Subscribe to SBARC-list. The administrator for the listserver is
Paul, KF6TRT, beemancron@hotmail.com.

SBARC Web site and Listserver hosting compliments of
WestNet Communications, 104 West Anapamu, Santa Barbara, CA
(805) 884-6350
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Field Day 2008
June 28/29
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